
FARMERS NOT YET
GETTING THEIR DUE

Secretary of Agriculture
Sees Some Improvement

in Conditions.

FREIGHT PLAYS HAVOC!

With Rates Coming Down
One Factor of Depression

Is Relieved.
I

LIVE STOCK IMPROVES,
Sections Where Dairying- Is

Carried On Also Survive
Hard Knocks.

Special Despatch to Tun New York Herald.
Nfw York Hrrnlri Rurran. )

Wiwhln(t«n, I>. Ore. It. (
Despite a decrease of nearly 50 per

cent, in the purchasing power of major
grain crops over the average for flvo
pre-war years, Henry C. Wallace, Secretaryof Agriculture, expresses the
greatest optimism over the future outlookfor American agriculture in his
annual report to the President. The
worst has been passed, he feels, and
glowing above the last vestiges of the
distressing times the Secretary sees
the dawn of a new agricultural era.
The troubles of the American

farmer, the Secretary says, are not
due entirely to local conditions. The
conditions were, in fact, worldwide
and an inevitable result of the war.

They were to be expected and could
have been avoided only by some miraculoustransformation. The transition
from a period of adversity to one of
prosperity already has set in, and. it
Is in the offing that the Secretary sees
the bright road to agricultural good
times.

Increased freight rates, bumper crops
raised in the face of high costs and
industrial unemployment are a few of
the causes of a lessened buying cited by
Air. Wallace. Also the lack of foreign
markets for surplus American agriculture
created the conditions the farmer had to
face during the last year. These composed"a vicious circle," the secretary
feels, through which the farmer could
not hope to break even by the most
judicious use of his lands, and most
economical living on the part of himself
and liis family.

Starving With Plenty Near.
"Had some way been found for the

people in need to buy our surplus at
prices which would cover the cost of production,the American farmer would have
been prosperous and the country would
have prospered with him," the Secretary
wrote. "It is a terrible indictment of
modern civilization that with such abundancehere there are millions of people
overseas suffering for the bare necessi-
ties, and other millions starving to
death.
"And surely we are sadly lacking in

our understanding of economic laws or
In our adjustment to them when the productionof bounteous crops grown by the
hard labor of 13,000,000 farmers and
farm workers, and their families Is per-
mltted to play such a large part In
paralyzing our industries and business
at S/mtk.

"For that is what has happened. The
purchasing power of tiic principal farm
crops of the year 1921 at the. present |<
time is lower than ever before known.
At times past some of these crops have
sold at lower prices per sale unit ox-

pressed in dollars and cents, but prob-
ably never before have our farmers gen-
orally been compelled to exchange their
crops per sale unit for such small
amounts of the things they need. The
purchasing power of our major grain
crops is little more than half what It
was on an average for the five pre-war
years of 1910-1914, inclusive."j

Higher freight rates played havoc
among the farmers. The rates nearly
doubled In most instances, the Secretary
says, and in some It more than doubled,

Freight Hates Great Hnrtlshlp.
"When wheat was selling at $2.50 per

bushel, corn at $1.75, cattle and hogs at 1
$16 and $22 per hundred, cotton at 30
cents per pound, the Increased freight j
rate was not a serious matter," he con-
tinued. "It amounted to but a few cents
relatively and was a small Item In the
total price. But with wheat at $1, corn
at 46 cents, cattle and hogs at $7 to $10 j'
per hundred, cotton at 17 to 20 cents (all
these being primary market prices, not
l'arm prices), tlio addition of even 10

hiiHtiel nr iwr 100 nminds tin-

poses - a burden grievous to be borne.
When farm prices are ruinously low any '
Rddltlon to the freight charge means
added distress. At the present time the j
cost of getting some farm products to
market Is greater than the amount the 1

farmer receives himself In net return.!*
And the heaviest freight burden nat- ]
urally falls on those farmers who live In ,

our great surplus producing States."
And again, the Secretary says, the <

farmer of the surplus producing State
must compete, despite the high freight <
rates. In the heavy consuming markets ]
of the East with the foreign producer *

and the farmer who has but a short <

h&til to market. Foreign producers have t

the benefit of cheap water transporta- t

tion, and "in many cases can lay down t
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their products on our Eastern coast more III
cheaply than our own people can ship H.I
their products to the same points by
rail."

Brighter Side of Picture.

Continuing, the Secretary says :
"Fortunately, there Is a brighter side

to the picture I have presented. Prices
for live stock are much higher relatively J£(.(than prices for grains. In the case of
corn, for example, which Is our largest rj
grain crop, the farmer is receiving very
much more for this grain when fed to
hogs and cattle and sheep and marketed
In that form than he is receiving for
his corn crop when marketed as corn.
Speaking generally, about 80 per cent, of ON
our corn crop Is fed to live etock, and
those farmsrs who have maintained their
livestock production are not suffering so
severely as might be indicated by the Mo
price of grains. The prices of dairy
products also are higher relatively than |
the price of grains and feeds, and In
thfise sections where dairying is practisedthere is a steady income and the
farmers are getting along.
"The cotton crop of 1920 was large,

and when the foreign outlet was 60 re- ^
strieted prices dropped far below the reco
cost of production. The situation was sj0^
so serious throughout the cotton States pro,
that the bankers, merchants and business a ri
men generally joined with the farmers to non
bring a reduction In the acreage in 1921. tlon
This effort was successful, and the buj
acreage was reduced about 28 per cent. stat
The crop was still further shortened by "j
the ravages of the boll weevil, so that the jle ,
final figures will indicate a reduction of g0r
nearly 50 per cent, below last year's pro- imp
duction. When this situation became thro
known there was a rapid advance in the
price of cotton. gem
"The price doubled within a period of of

a few weeks. The effect was beneficial tors
not only to the cotton planters and others seqi
who held old cotton, but to all business mer
interests in the South, and reports from reta
that section have been much more hope- M
ful during the last two months."

Relief ICflfort* In Congress.
Xever before, Mr, Wallace says, 'has

Congress given more serious attention
to the needs of the farm." The measures
enacted are touched upon by the Secretaryas follows:

"All of this legislation is of a constructivecharacter and will be more helpful
than Is now realized. Concerning the
efforts to make easier credit conditions,
there is this to be remembered: Better
prices for the crops the farmers have to
sell and lower prices for the things he
has to buy are far more needed than an
opportunity to go further in debt. Easier
credit will be helpful mainly in enabling
the farmer to tide over this period of
severe stress without being compelled to
sacrifice his live stock and crops and
without losing his farm.
"Money made available through the

new facilities provided by legislation
should be used mainly for carrying loanB
on which payment is demanded and for
buying live stock to consume the surplus
crops. If loan companies and Insurance
comnanies which hold farm mortgages
will freely grant extensions of payment
of both principal and interest, that will
help conditions very much, and they can
do this without danger of loss.
"As is always the caRe in such periods

of depression many well meaning men
come forward with ill considered measures.Visionary schemes of all kinds are

presented. Some would have the Governmenttake charge of the larger business
enterprises ; others would "have the Governmentundertake to fix prices either
arbitrarily or indirectly by buying up
surplus crops. The experience of 3.000
years shows the Impracticability of such
efforts.

Citlla for Research Work.

"Much is to be hoped for from the
agricultural Inquiry which has been
under way since midsummer by a joint
committee of the Senate and House.
The department has aided this committeein every way possible, and especially
by preparing a great mass of statistics
bearing on the economics of agriculture.
The result of the committee's studies
should be very helpful in enabling us to
plan wisely in the future."
Concluding a resume of the work of

his department Mr. Wallace cites a need
for morn research work. There are
2.'p00 investigations being made and the
Secretary emphasized the advisability
of Congress granting permission for the
combining or three Important brandies
Into one bureau. These are the Bureau
of Markets, tbe Bureau of Crop Estimatesand the Office of Farm Managementand Farm Economics. Mr. Wallacewould combine these into a bureau
of agricultural economics. Preparation
for such an amalgamation has been goingon for several months, the says.
"When finally we emerge from the

present distressing period we shall find
ourselves at the beginning of a new
agricultural era." be continued. "HereloforewA have produced more food
products than were needed by our own
people. We bad land in abundance and
»f great fertility. Our population is increasingrapidly. We have taken up
most of our easily cultivated land. We
ire not far from the time when homes
9vill require practically all that we proiucein the average year. This means
i more intensive agriculture, with a
arger production an acre and lessened
post if we are to meet foreign eompctiionand still maintain our standards of
living."

BIRTH CONTROL FLAYED
BY ARCHBISHOP CURLEY
Advocates Referred To as

Body of Degenerates.
Baltimore. Dec. 11..Advocates of

jlrth control were assailed by ArchbishopMichael J. Curley this afternoon.
"The married state Is sacred and it

las its duties and its rights." the Archbishopdeclared. "But there is a body
)f people, male and female degenerates,
sho would fly in the face, of God, the
"leator, and make life on great sin and
>rgy of passion.
Catholic parents who fail to do their

luty as parents, who tamper with the
nws of nature in the married state,
vho, through selfishness or love of so:ietyor lack of trust In Providence,
inuff out the lives of unborn children,
ire guilty of the gravest crimes and sins
igainst God Almighty."
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rAsmxoTOX, Dec. 11..The economic
ivery of Europe, while necessarily so
r and difficult, is making substantial j0i
tress, Secretary Hoover declared in Co
eview of international trade condi-
s, made public to-night. The situa-
"contains great dangers," he said,

It is "not at all as gloomy as some
ements would make it appear." a

V survey of European conditions," ls
:ontinued, "will show that the dan-
of Bolshevism is past, partly through 15
roved standards of life and partly a*1

ugh the salutary lesson to Russia. Cc
The one field of continuous de- in
ration," he declared to be that fri
Government finance, citing as fac"unbalancedbudgets and con- re

lent currency inflation." The com- wi

ce of the whole world, the Sec- ar

ry said, suffers from this failure in 6i£
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iverriment finance, and unless remessare found the greRt recuperation
iected In social, political, Industrial,
ricultural and commercial life will
endangered.
Most Dsngerons Situation.

The most dangerous of the unbalanced
Ration situations, Mr. Hoover said,
Germany, whose case "depends upon
e method and volume of reparation
yments."
"As the United States does not par:lpataeither In Its control or its reipts,"he added, "we nave no voice
right to Interfere. It is earnestly
be hoped that the present negotla>nsupon reparation may succeed In

tdlng a sound basis that will secure
rmanent economic and political stabll

to Germany and certainty of regurpayment to the Allies. With this efctedthe way is open for constructive
nulMoratlnn nf (Vta cituntliina in nthpr

ates.
"The American people have never
en and will not be remiss In particlpa>nin these further measures, but our
ople cannot successfully enter until
oso who have control of the repnra>nshave settled this major Issue upon
sound an economic basis that we can

ok upon the future of Europe with
nfldence.

Encouraging- Outlook.

"Outside of the Government finance of
limited number of States the outlook
very encouraging. Democratic instttlonsare gaining strength among the
0,000,000 people formerly supporting
itoeracles. In Russia Itself extreme
immunism Is slowly boiling to death
a caldron of starvation and Its leaders
?elv acknowledge Its failure.
"In the field of International political
lations, aside from conflict in Turkey,
ir has ceased and treaties of peace
e effective throughout the world. Rusino longer threatens any serious mill-
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tary offensive. There are bright pros-
pects of limitation In naval armament,
Agreed limitations in land armament are
not very hopeful, but the economic pressureof taxes and unbalanced budgets la
slowly disarming Europe and It will disarmmore of them yet. The number of
men under arms has decreased by fully
o m llllnn i.. .!,,, -o<,t n,r,,.H,y

"In the field of economic life and prog-
rese of agricultural and industrial pro-
duction year by year since the war is
very marked. Famine has disappeared
from Europe except in Russia. Populationshave fairly settled to work and
industrial efficiency and productivity are

being steadily restored. Generally, there
is progress and the problems yet to be
solved are being steadily narrowed and
their solutions better understood."

AMERICAN BIRTH RATE
TAKES A NEW SPURT

Washington, Dec. 11..The American
birth rate advanced 1.4 per cent, in 1920,
a3 compared with 1919, the Census Bureauannounced to-day.
The birth rate was 23.7 per cent, per

1,000 population last year, as compared
with 22.3 per cent, in 1919, according to
the bureau's figures. The rate last year,
however, was 1.3 per cent, below the
rate of 1916, which the bureau declared
may be looked upon aa a more normal
year, as It preceded the influenza epidemicand the entrance of the United
States into the war.
The highest birth rate for the white

population last year was reported for
North Carolina, with 31.7 per cent., and
the lowest for California, with 18.3 per
cent. The highest rates for the "colored"population, which in the bureau's
classification includes negroes, Indians,
Chinese and Japanese, were 39.5 and 39.3
per cent., for Washington and California
respectively.
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WOUNDED WOMAN DIES; pi
BOARDER IS ARRESTED

Mra. Louis Stone Had Been
Shot at Card Party.

Hornbll, N. Y., GDoc. H..Mrs. Louis
Stone died In the City Hospital to-day
:hirty-slx hours after she was shot down
ivhlle attending a card party at a nelghjor'shome.
Hugh H. Bray of New York, for the

ast four years a boarder at the Stone
lome. will be arraigned to-morrow
norning on a charge of murder, first deWawan ftvomnw*rpd in tiha brump
where the shooting occurred. It la alegedhe shot Mrs. Stone and attempted
:o shoot Hiram Croeby, another of the
fuests.
Bray Is said to have Insisted he did

lot intend to kill Mrs. Stone, but only
to ecaro her.

HUNTERS DOUBLED IN STATE.
iliunilanee of Game Testified la

Sale of Licenses.

Alrant, Dec. 11..An unusual abundanceof game In the State this year
caused an exceptionally heavy demand
lor hunting licenses, the Conservation
Commission made known to-night. Revtruesfroih licenses were nearly 100 per
tent, greater than during a correspondingperiod last year and larger than
iny preceding year since organization of
the commission.
For the five months ending November

30, Conservation Commissioner Ellis J.
Rtaley turned Into the State Treasury
$17.1,962 as the receipts from licenses,
nale of trees, fines and penalties. This
was an Increase of $19,630 over the re- L_
eelpts for the corresponding months last
j-ear.
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